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Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide's government has officially requested US cooperation in
extraditing Emmanuel Constant, leader of the feared right-wing paramilitary organization, Front for
the Advancement and Progress of Haiti (FRAPH). Although the US has revoked his visa, Constant
is believed to be hiding in the United States. Immigration authorities promised to cooperate in
returning Constant to Haiti, if they can find him. Just weeks before the March 31 scheduled transfer
of control over the multinational forces in Haiti from the US to the UN, Haitian authorities asked the
US to extradite FRAPH leader Constant and his assistant, Louis Jodel Chamblain, to Haiti. The two
men are wanted in connection with political murders and torture carried out by FRAPH after the
military ousted Aristide in September 1991.
Just before Aristide returned to Haiti in October 1994, in a move to weaken FRAPH, US forces
arrested more than 30 members of the organization. However, Constant was not detained (see
NotiSur, 10/14/94). At the time, observers suggested that Constant had not been arrested in part out
of fear of violent repercussions from other FRAPH members and also because he was reported to
have been on the CIA payroll for several years. Constant claimed that FRAPH had been created at
the suggestion of the CIA to act as a "balance" to Aristide's pro-democracy movement.
While the CIA denied having funded FRAPH, agency officials admitted they often paid "unsavory
characters" to obtain information. In December 1994, Constant left Haiti and entered the US on
a tourist visa he had allegedly been issued before the US embargo against Haiti. The extradition
requests for Constant and his assistant were submitted to the US March 14 after the two men failed
to respond to a summons from an investigating magistrate in Haiti. US Ambassador James Dobbins,
the US State Department special Haiti coordinator, said that Constant's visa had been revoked Feb.
14. "If he is in the US and can be located by the authorities, he will be deported," said Dobbins.
Still, even if Constant is returned to Haiti, concern reigns regarding the ability of the Haitian justice
system to carry out judicial proceedings against the FRAPH leader. The country's court system
has been widely criticized for the incredibly slow pace in which cases are brought to trial, and for
the lack of political will on the part of many judges to prosecute those accused of human rights
violations. Moreover, a lack of resources to gather evidence more often than not impedes convictions
even in those cases that do come to trial. (Sources: Associated Press, 03/03/95; Agence France-Presse,
03/06/95, 03/15/95; Reuters, 03/15/95)
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